Overarching Question: What important lessons can we learn from the last
century so that we can live mino bimaadiziwin (the good life)?

Overarching Challenge: Describe three meaningful actions or commitments
that we could take that would make Canada a better place to live.

Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Lesson Challenge: Grade how well governments have responded to the Sixties Scoop.

Lesson Summary: Before beginning this lesson, please be aware that it examines
the Sixties Scoop and other injustices done to Indigenous people, including those
in Matawa communities. Traumas related to these events may affect generations
of the survivors’ families, as well as those who have experienced similar historical
injustices in other times and places.

If you are a student reading this activity and identify with the struggles mentioned
in the learning material, please be mindful of how the learning may affect you. If the
material does affect you, you are encouraged to seek the support of school Elders or
those in your community. Your school wellness workers or cultural workers can help
guide you through this learning and the possible effects. If needed, take a moment
and request a smudge if holistic supports benefit you, or consider other strategies
such as a mindfulness walk or noting your emotions in your Thoughtbook.

Big Idea: Individuals and organizations can take responsibility for actions that
cause harm.
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Lesson Challenge: Grade how well governments have responded to the Sixties Scoop.

Start Your Thinking

Before you begin this lesson, please be aware that this lesson explores injustices like the Sixties Scoop and
residential schools. See page 1 for guidance on how to proceed with this lesson.

To begin, read the short story about a student who is wrongly accused. As you read, think about the principal’s
response to the situation: How adequate was the principal’s response? Did the principal’s actions make up for what
happened? What grade would you give to the principal for how they responded? There’s room for your decision and
thinking on page 3.

Wrongly Accused!

Marcus had a terrible headache before school one day, but he didn’t want to miss an important class, so he
took two Aspirin. His mother put six more Aspirin in a plastic bag that he could take to school just in case his
headache continued.

When Marcus arrived at school he opened his locker to put the bag of Aspirin in it. Just then, a teacher
walked by. The teacher immediately reported to the school principal that they had seen Marcus at his locker
with a bag of pills.

The principal went to Marcus’s classroom and demanded that he gather all of his books. The principal then
roughly took him to the office. The principal told Marcus that school authorities had forced open his locker
and found a bag of drugs inside. Marcus explained that the pills were for his headache but the principal
didn’t listen, and instead said that Marcus had brought the pills to school to sell them to other students. The
principal suspended Marcus from school and informed his parents and the police. The police took the bag of
pills and sent them to a lab so the drug could be identified.

When the police arrived at school, they handcuffed Marcus and took him through the crowded hallways to
the police car. He was kept overnight in jail and missed a week of classes because of the suspension. News
of his arrest spread throughout the community. The local television station did a report about illegal drugs

in schools and mentioned Marcus by name. And when his locker was opened and searched, some of his
belongings, including his phone, went missing.

When the result from the lab test came back, they revealed that the drug was not illegal, but just Aspirin.
After hearing the result of the test, the principal sent a letter to Marcus’s home to apologize if Marcus was
upset about the incident. The principal also suggested that Marcus should be more careful about bringing
suspicious-looking drugs to school without a note from his parents. The letter included a cheque for $50 as
a payment for Marcus’s lost phone.
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

How adequate was the principal’s response to the situation?

My Letter Grade for the Response
] F

O O O )
Not at all adequate

Very adequate Somewhat adequate

Details from the story that support your decision:

Think About the Lesson Challenge

Unfortunately there are situations in life where we make a choice or do something that hurts someone else. Maybe
we are unkind to a friend, or we damage our parents’ car. In such situations we may need to take responsibility or
make amends for our actions. Other times, we might be hurt by the actions of others. For example, a company
might make a product that damages the land, or a government could make a decision that hurts people. How can
we know what an appropriate response to such situations or injustices should look like?

In this lesson you’ll learn more about the Sixties Scoop, a time when the government of Canada used force to
remove Indigenous children from their families and make them live with non-Indigenous families. You'll judge
how well governments have taken responsibility and made amends for the injustice of tearing apart Indigenous
families and communities. The goal for this lesson is to decide what we might learn from the past to help us
live in a good way.

Before beginning this lesson, please be aware that it examines the Sixties Scoop and other injustices done

to Indigenous people, including those in Matawa communities. Traumas related to these events may affect
generations of the survivors’ families, as well as those who have experienced similar historical injustices in other
times and places.

If you are a student reading this activity, please be mindful of how the learning may affect you. If the material does
affect you, you are encouraged to seek the support of school Elders or those in your community. Your school
wellness workers or cultural workers can help guide you through this learning and the possible effects. If needed,
take a moment and request a smudge if holistic supports benefit you, or consider other strategies such as a
mindfulness walk or noting your emotions in your Thoughtbook.
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Hwtory 10 Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Before moving on to the next part of the lesson, take a moment to think about a wrongdoing or injustice that you
know of. Think of a situation when an individual or a group tried to take responsibility or make amends for the
injustice. It could be a wrongdoing similar to what happened to Marcus, or it might be an injustice that was done to
people that you know. How adequate was the response to the injustice?

@ The Wrongdoing or Injustice What was the response? How adequate was the response?

The response was

much more than what was
deserved

a little more than what was
deserved

exactly what was deserved

a little less than what was
deserved

much less than what was
deserved

O00 ot
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Grow Your Thinking

Later in this lesson you'll be asked to grade how well governments have responded to the Sixties Scoop. But first,
let’s explore how we might be able to judge responses to wrongdoings and injustices.

Think back to the story of the injustice that was done to Marcus. How did you decide what grade to give the
principal’s response?

Reasons for the Letter Grade

Criteria can help you decide whether a response to an injustice was adequate.

Criteria for an Adequate Response

¢ |t is honest and full. The response is humble and admits to all mistakes or intentional actions
that were part of the injustice. The response also admits to all harm or damage that was caused
by the injustice.

¢ |t provides appropriate support. The response includes money or other help to make up for all
damages and consequences caused by the wrongdoing or injustice.

¢ [t prevents future injustices. The response works to change the systems or reasons that led to the
wrongdoing and also to prevent future injustices.

e |t is respectful. The response includes and meets the needs of everyone impacted by the actions.

Now try using these criteria to help you think about the injustice that occurred to Marcus. Use the organizer on
pages 6 and 7 and remember to use the criteria to guide your thinking! Follow these steps:

1. Describe the most important details of the injustice that was done to Marcus. In your own words,
summarize the most important facts and details of the injustice.

2. Describe the most important immediate and long-term consequences of the injustice. In your own
words, describe the effects and consequences of the injustice for Marcus and other people.

3. Describe what was done to apologize or make amends for the injustice. In your own words, describe
what was done to make up for the injustice.

4. Use the criteria to decide how adequate the response was. Look for details in the story that might match
each of the criteria.

5. Grade the response. Decide what letter grade best describes the principal’s response. The letter grades are
similar to the grades used in some school classes: an “A” would indicate a really excellent response and an “F”
would indicate a response that failed to meet any of the criteria.
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

What happened? What were the consequences?

Describe the most important details of the injustice Describe the most important immediate and long-term
consequences of the injustice

What was the response?
Describe what was done to apologize or make amends for the injustice

Criteria for an Reasons Why the Response Reasons Why the Response
Adequate Response Might Be Adequate Might Not Be Adequate

Honest and full

The response is humble and
admits to all mistakes or
intentional actions that were part
of the injustice. The response also
admits to all harm or damage that
was caused by the injustice.

Appropriate support

The response includes money
or other help to make up for all
damages and consequences
caused by the wrongdoing or
injustice.

Prevention

The response works to change
the systems or reasons that led to
the wrongdoing and prevent future
injustices.

Continued on next page
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Criteria for an Reasons Why the Response Reasons Why the Response
Adequate Response Might Be Adequate Might Not Be Adequate
Respectful

The response includes and meets
the needs of everyone impacted
by the injustice.

Overall Assessment of the Response

The response was

much more than what was deserved
a little more than what was deserved
exactly what was deserved

a little less than what was deserved

much less than what was deserved

|

Your overall grade of the response:

A B

Very a;equa’re

Reasons for My Assessment

0

v F

Somewha; adequate Not at a;; adequate

Before moving on to the next part of the lesson, pause for a moment and think back to page 4 and the wrongdoing
or injustice that you thought about. How have your thoughts about that injustice changed? How have they stayed
the same? Remember to the use the criteria from page 5 to guide your decision!

At first | thought that the response was ...

much more than what was deserved
a little more than what was deserved
exactly what was deserved

a little less than what was deserved

I

much less than what was deserved

Now | think that the response was ...

[
[
[l
L]

much more than what was deserved
a little more than what was deserved
exactly what was deserved

a little less than what was deserved

much less than what was deserved

Reasons why my thinking has changed or stayed the same:

The Matawa Education and Care Centre | TC? Name:




www.matawalearning.ca

Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

When you are trying to decide whether a response to an injustice was adequate, it's important to think about the
consequences of the injustice: does the response make up for all of the consequences? For example, if Marcus had
not been treated so badly by the principal, it's quite possible that a letter of apology may have been an adequate
response. However, the principal’s actions caused trauma to Marcus and his family, so an apology letter really
doesn’t make up for the injustice that was done.

You may have also heard the saying “actions speak louder than words.” This saying can be useful when thinking
about responses to injustices: it can be easy to say words to apologize for wrongdoings, but it is much more
important to take actions to prevent the injustice from ever happening again. For example, did the principal take
any actions to make sure a similar injustice would not happen again? Thinking of actions that could prevent
future injustices is very important, especially when trying to change systems like those that deliberately harmed
Indigenous Peoples.

As you move on to the next part of this lesson and grade government responses to the Sixties Scoop, remember to
think about the consequences of the injustices and the actions that governments took (or didn’t take) to make up
for what was done.

Check Your Progress

Many Indigenous people in communities across Canada were affected by the Sixties Scoop. You may
even know people in your community or your family who were impacted by this or other injustices. If you
know of someone who is willing to share their thoughts, ask them how well they think governments have
responded to the injustice.

As you listen to what this person shares with you, think about how their thoughts might help you respond
to the lesson challenge: how well have governments responded to the Sixties Scoop? You can use the
space below to describe your thinking.

Your Initial Thoughts: How well have governments responded to the Sixties Scoop?
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Similar to how we might judge the principal’s response, we can also judge how well governments, organizations,
and leaders take responsibility and make amends for their decisions and actions.

In this part of the lesson, you'll read about the injustice of the Sixties Scoop and then decide how well governments
have responded to make amends. You'll use the same criteria and organizer to help guide your thinking.
Follow these steps:

1. Describe the most important details of the injustice that was done to Indigenous people and
communities. You'll find information about the Sixties Scoop below. In your own words, summarize the most
important facts and details of the injustice on pages 12 and 13.

2. Describe the most important immediate and long-term consequences of the injustice. In your own
words, describe the effects and consequences of the injustice for Indigenous people.

3. Describe what was done to apologize or make amends for the injustice. In your own words, describe
what was done to make up for the injustice.

4. Use the criteria to decide how adequate the response was. Look for details in the apologies that might
match each of the criteria.

5. Grade the response. Decide what grade best describes how well governments have responded to the
injustices of the Sixties Scoop.

Background information: The Injustice of the Sixties Scoop
What happened?

e The “Sixties Scoop” is a phrase that describes a time from the early 1960s until 1990 when many
Indigenous children were removed or “scooped” from their homes, communities, and families. These
children were sent to live with families in other parts of Canada, the United States, and other parts of the
world. Most of them were sent to live with non-Indigenous families, and many were adopted.

e The Sixties Scoop started when the government of Canada gave provinces control over Indigenous child
welfare (programs designed to support the health and well-being of children). Because of the effects of
colonialism, the living conditions on most reserves were very poor. Instead of working to improve living
conditions for Indigenous people, government officials began to use the poor living conditions as an
excuse to remove newborn and young Indigenous children from their families.

¢ During this time, provincial government officials did not have to ask for or get consent from families or
communities to take children away from their parents and place them into non-Indigenous homes.

e Between 1960 and 1990, more than 20,000 First Nations, Métis, and Inuit children were removed from
their families and communities.

¢ |n the 1980s Indigenous leaders made governments change the laws related to child welfare and
adoption. Now before any Indigenous child could be adopted by a non-Indigenous family, priority for their
adoption had to be given first to extended family and then to another Indigenous family.

¢ |n 1990 the government of Canada gave control of Indigenous child welfare and family services back to
bands and nations. This meant bands could now control how families and children were supported.

Continued on next page
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

What were the effects?

e The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada described the Sixties Scoop as a significant part of
Canada'’s cultural genocide against Indigenous peoples. The generations of Indigenous children that were
removed from their families and communities were robbed of the opportunity to speak their languages, to
be connected to ancestral lands and important cultural practices, and to know their families.

¢ While governments said they were protecting Indigenous children by taking them away from
unsafe or unhealthy living conditions, the real goal of the Sixties Scoop was to destroy Indigenous
communities and cultures.

e The physical and emotional separation from their birth families continues to affect survivors and
their communities.

¢ Indigenous families and communities suffered ongoing traumas when their children were taken away.

e Many surviving adoptees reported physical, emotional, and sexual abuse from the families with whom they
were forced to live.

¢ Even children who lived with caring non-Indigenous families experienced emotional trauma. They also
felt a lack of belonging because their non-Indigenous families could not provide the cultural connections
needed for creating Indigenous identities.

e The Sixties Scoop also led to large increases in the number of Indigenous children who were in protective
services. Although Indigenous children only made up 1 per cent of children in protective services in the
1950s, by the late 1960s, they made up just over one-third or 30 per cent of all the children in care.

How have governments responded?

Governments across Canada have tried to apologize and make amends for decisions and actions

related to the Sixties Scoop. In other ways, governments seemed to be slow to respond or make

amends. For example:

e |n 2009, survivors of the Sixties Scoop in Ontario sued the provincial and federal governments. The
survivors were asking for money to make amends for the damage that the governments’ actions caused.

¢ |n 2015, Manitoba issued a formal apology to Scoop victims in that province. Manitoba was the first
province to apologize for decisions and actions during the Sixties Scoop.

¢ In October 2017, the federal government announced a settlement of $875 million with Sixties Scoop
survivors. The government also set aside $50 million for a group to support healing.

* In 2017, the government of Alberta began to meet with Sixties Scoop survivors and Indigenous leaders.
The government invited Indigenous people to describe how they were affected by the Sixties Scoop
and to tell the government how it should respond. Then in May 2018, Alberta Premier Rachel Notley
apologized to Alberta’s Sixties Scoop survivors in the Legislative Assembly of Alberta: “For the government
practice that left you, Indigenous people, estranged from your families and your communities and your
history, we are sorry. For this trauma, this pain, this suffering, alienation and sadness, we are sorry.”

e As of March 2022, the government of Canada approved paying money to 20,167 survivors of the Sixties
Scoop. The government decided to give each survivor $25,000. The government decided this without
discussion or consultation with Indigenous leaders or survivors.

¢ No prime minister has ever apologized for federal government decisions or actions during
the Sixties Scoop.

Continued on next page
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

More Information

You can find more information about the Sixties Scoop here:

e A short video about the Sixties Scoop: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nmdBHXKXYU

e A short video from a survivor of the Sixties Scoop: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LdtTnAfJQ&t=5s

e A description of the impacts of the Sixties Scoop: https://settlement.org/ontario/immigration-citizenship

/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/

¢ More information about the government of Manitoba’s apology can be found at https://
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-premier-greg-selinger-apologizes-for-sixties-
scoop-1.3118049.

¢ More information about the government of Alberta’s apology: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=
560616704B9A0-C113-B187-A4BACC8308538863

e A description of how governments are paying claims to survivors: https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-

news/60s-scoop-survivor-compensation-payments-capped-at-25k/

Sources
CBC News, “The Sixties Scoop Explained,” 2017, https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/775693891588.

Erin Hanson, “Sixties Scoop,” Indigenous Foundations, (n.d.) https://indigenousfoundations.web.arts.ubc.ca
/sixties_scoop/.

Settlement.org, “What Is the Sixties Scoop?”, last updated December 16, 2021, https://settlement.org/ontario
/immigration-citizenship/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/.

Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair and Sharon Dainard, “Sixties Scoop.” The Canadian Encyclopedia, June 22, 2016,
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sixties-scoop.

Tara Williamson, “Just What Was the Sixties Scoop?” TVO, February 17, 2017, https://www.tvo.org/article/just-what-was-
the-sixties-scoop.

The Matawa Education and Care Centre | TC? Name: 11



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nmd6HXKXYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LdtTnAfJQ&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LdtTnAfJQ&t=5s
https://settlement.org/ontario/immigration-citizenship/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/
https://settlement.org/ontario/immigration-citizenship/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-premier-greg-selinger-apologizes-for-sixties-scoop-1.3118049
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-premier-greg-selinger-apologizes-for-sixties-scoop-1.3118049
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-premier-greg-selinger-apologizes-for-sixties-scoop-1.3118049
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=560616704B9A0-C113-B187-A4BACC8308538863
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=560616704B9A0-C113-B187-A4BACC8308538863
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/60s-scoop-survivor-compensation-payments-capped-at-25k/
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/60s-scoop-survivor-compensation-payments-capped-at-25k/
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/775693891588
https://indigenousfoundations.web.arts.ubc.ca/sixties_scoop/
https://indigenousfoundations.web.arts.ubc.ca/sixties_scoop/
https://settlement.org/ontario/immigration-citizenship/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/
https://settlement.org/ontario/immigration-citizenship/citizenship/first-nations-inuit-and-metis-peoples/what-is-the-sixties-scoop/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sixties-scoop
https://www.tvo.org/article/just-what-was-the-sixties-scoop
https://www.tvo.org/article/just-what-was-the-sixties-scoop

www.matawalearning.ca

Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

How adequate were the governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

What happened? What were the consequences?

Describe the most important details of the injustice Describe the most important immediate and long-term
consequences of the injustice

What was the response?

Describe what was done to apologize or make amends for the injustice

Gl G an ARk e Fes e Reasons Why the Response Reasons Why the Response
Might Be Adequate Might Not Be Adequate

Honest and full

The response is humble and

admits to all mistakes or intentional

actions that were part of the

injustice. The response also admits

to all harm or damage that was

caused by the injustice.

Appropriate support

The response includes money
or other help to make up for all
damages and consequences
caused by the wrongdoing or
injustice.

Continued on next page
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Prevention

The response works to change
the systems or reasons that led to
the wrongdoing and prevent future
injustices.

Respectful

The response includes and meets
the needs of everyone impacted
by the injustice.

Overall Assessment of the Response

Reasons for My Assessment

The response was

|:| much more than what was deserved
|:| a little more than what was deserved
|:| exactly what was deserved

|:| a little less than what was deserved
|:| much less than what was deserved

Your overall grade of the response:

e

A B C ]
' Y Y
N U/ 4
Very adequate Somewhat adequate

Not at all adequate

Name:
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

Reflect on Your Thinking
Think About the Lesson Challenge
Before finishing this lesson, think back to page 4 and the wrongdoing or injustice that you thought about. How have

your thoughts about the response to that injustice changed? How have they stayed the same? Use what you’ve
learned in this lesson to grade the overall response to the injustice.

At first | thought that the response was ... Now | think that the response was ...
|:| much more than what was deserved |:| much more than what was deserved
|:| a little more than what was deserved |:| a little more than what was deserved
|:| exactly what was deserved |:| exactly what was deserved

I:l a little less than what was deserved |:| a little less than what was deserved
D much less than what was deserved D much less than what was deserved

Your overall grade of the response:

A B 0 F

O O O O O
Very adequate Somewhat adequate Not at all adequate

Reasons for My Thinking

In this lesson you’ve used criteria to judge the responses of governments to the injustice of the Sixties Scoop. Even
though this was a terrible injustice, we can learn from what happened and how governments have responded to
make Canada a better place to live.

When you think about this lesson and what you've discovered about how governments have responded to the
injustices of the Sixties Scoop, what advice would you give to governments so that they are better at responding to
injustices and wrongdoings in the future?
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Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

If you need help thinking of advice that you might give, try using the criteria for an adequate response from page 5
to guide your thinking.

Your advice to governments about responding to injustices in the future would be ...

Think About the Overarching Challenge

If you completed the history launch lesson (“What can we learn from the actions of others about living mino
bimaadiziwin?”), you probably started a Thoughtbook. In this Thoughtbook you began thinking about ways to
respond to the challenge: Describe three meaningful actions or commitments that we could take that would
make Canada a better place to live.

After you're finished all of the history lessons, you'll use what you’ve learned to respond to that challenge. You can
use the format of your choice—a song, a traditional art form, photographs, a poem—whatever way you think is best

to describe these actions or commitments that we could take that would make Canada a better place to live.

Revisit your Thoughtbook now to think of any meaningful actions or commitments that we can take that would
make Canada a better place to live. As you think about what you’ve learned in this lesson, answer these questions:

e What actions or commitments would you add to your Thoughtbook?
e Would you change any of the ideas that you already have in your Thoughtbook?

If you haven’t already started a Thoughtbook, you can answer these questions on page 17.
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Hwtory 10 Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

To complete this lesson, take a moment to reflect on your learning.

@ Success Criteria How well am | doing?
| can describe 1 2 3 4
important details e M
Tr(?m gvents .||ke o—O W W < )
injustices using I'm still I've got it
my own words. working on it

Examples that support my rating:

| can identify 1 2 3 4
immediate —~ —~

and long-term -O Y \ O'
consequences of 'm still I've got it
injustices. working on it

Examples that support my rating:

| can use 1 2 3 4
criteria to help —~ —~

judge how well .—O W, W < )
governments I'm still I've got it
have responded working on it

to injustices

like the Sixties

Scoop. Examples that support my rating:

| can use details 1 2 3 4
from various

sources as o—O ‘U‘ ‘U‘

evidence and 'm still I've got it
reasons to working on it

support my

decision.

Examples that support my rating:
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History 10

Lesson Question: How adequate were governments’ responses to the Sixties Scoop?

My Thoughtbook: What important lessons can we learn from the last century so that we can
live mino bimaadiziwin (the good life)?

Use words, symbols, or pictures to describe three meaningful actions or commitments that we

could take that would make Canada a better place to live.
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